BU ZAID  AND  HIS SON

Passing the first high sand ridge sufficed to meet the
twin requirements of self-preservation and superstitious
belief, and we halted for the night. Camels were un-
saddled, hobbled and driven off to the nearest camel-thorn
while their masters gathered round to feast their eyes on
the rare sight of bountiful food, and to take physical
possession of it. Each drew his share of butter in a lizard-
skin - a receptacle always found in a Badu's saddle-bag,
while the other rations were divided up in bulk between
the three parties that had been formed. The sight of flour,
dates and rice had an exhilarating effect on these habitually
hungry men and put them in the right mood for story-
telling; so Salih, as he presided over the division of the
dates, was easily prevailed upon to tell us another story
of Bu Zaid.

cBu Zaid had a wife but did not allow himself complete
coition with her, and so he suspected that the two sons she
had borne were not his, but another's. The tribe perceived
that they did not resemble him and also had their suspicions,
so came privily to Bu Zaid's sister and said that Bani Hillal
must have a son from the loins of Bu Zaid. Wherefore one
night she went secretly to her brother's bed and he, not
knowing her in the darkness from his wife, lay with hen
And as he was about to withdraw himself prematurely,
according to his habit, she jabbed him with the bodkin
that she had kept in her hand in readiness for this moment.
The shock achieved its intent and in the fullness of time
she bore a son, who came to be known as 'Aziz bin Khala,

divisions (bearings) coinciding with the ten days between the
4uwar. It is unpropitious to move on a bearing that coincides
with its day, e.g. third bearing from east on third, thirteenth or
twenty-second of the lunar month.